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Fridays, 10:00 - 12:00

Welcome to this Parish Mass on the Second Sunday of Epiphany
This week:
Morning Prayer, 9 a.m. Mon, Tues, Thurs, Friday
Church open for private prayer, where possible.
Midweek Mass Wednesday at 10 a.m.
Online “Zoom” service: Wednesday at 10 a.m.
Prayer Group: Thursday, 10 - 12, in church
Morning Coffee Friday 10 - 12, in church

Our prayers are asked for:
Geraldine, Amber, Don F, Sue T, Eve G, Jenny H, Alison N, Clive, Ana, and Pat.

Please pray also for…
the repose of the souls of the recently departed, especially Gwen Beecher

and Tony Murton,

… those whose Years Minds fall around this time, especially Brian Reade
and Maurice Harper,

… and all who mourn.

Prayer Group meets
this Thursday, 20th,
10:00 - 12:00,
in Church

Congratulations to Jenny B,
who was commissioned as
an Authorised Lay Minister
(Pastoral) at a special
service at Chichester
Cathedral last Saturday.

Thank you to
Sally and Mary
for this week’s
observations
and photos
from the
church
gardens



Opening Hymn
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness!
Bow down before him, his glory proclaim;
with gold of obedience, and incense of
lowliness,
kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name!

Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness,
high on his heart he will bear it for thee,
comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy
prayerfulness,
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be.

Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness
of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine:
truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness,
these are the offerings to lay on his shrine.

These though we bring them in trembling
and fearfulness,
he will accept for the name that is dear;
mornings of joy give for evenings of
tearfulness,
trust for our trembling and hope for our fear.

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness!
Bow down before him, his glory proclaim;
with gold of obedience, and incense of
lowliness,
kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name!

J.S.B. Monsell (1811-75)

Welcoming of the people

Priest  In the name of the Father,
            and of the Son,
            and of the Holy Spirit.
      All  Amen.

      Priest  The Lord be with you
           All  and also with you.

Prayer of Preparation
All Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are
hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy
name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayer of Confession
The grace of God has dawned upon
the world
through our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who sacrificed himself for us to purify
a people as his own.
Let us confess our sins.

All Almighty God, our heavenly
Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence,
through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus
Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you
in newness of life
to the glory of your name.
Amen.

Introit: Lead me, Lord (S.S. Wesley)



Absolution
     Priest  May the God of all healing and
 forgiveness
 draw you to himself,
 that you may behold the glory of his Son,
 the Word made flesh,
 and be cleansed from all your sins
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

The Gloria in Excelsis is sung:

          All Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the
Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of
the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect
Let us pray:

Eternal Lord,
our beginning and our end:
bring us with the whole creation
to your glory, hidden through past ages
and made known
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

A reading from the Book of Isaiah
Isaiah 62.1-5

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
 and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the
 dawn,
 and her salvation like a burning torch.
The nations shall see your vindication,
  and all the kings your glory;
 and you shall be called by a new name
  that the mouth of the LORD will give.
You shall be a crown of beauty in the
 hand of the LORD,
  and a royal diadem in the hand of
 your God.
You shall no more be termed Forsaken,
  and your land shall no more be
   termed Desolate;
but you shall be called
  My Delight Is in Her,
   and your land Married;
 for the LORD delights in you,
  and your land shall be married.
For as a young man marries a young
 woman,
  so shall your builder marry you,
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the
 bride,
  so shall your God rejoice over you.

For the Word of the Lord
                   All Thanks be to God

A reading from the First Letter of
 Paul to the Corinthians

1 Corinthians 12.1-11

Concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and
sisters, I do not want you to be
uninformed. You know that when you were
pagans, you were enticed and led astray
to idols that could not speak. Therefore I
want you to understand that no one



speaking by the Spirit of God ever says
‘Let Jesus be cursed!’ and no one can
say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy
Spirit.

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the
same Spirit; and there are varieties of
services, but the same Lord; and there
are varieties of activities, but it is the
same God who activates all of them in
everyone. To each is given the manifes-
tation of the Spirit for the common good.
To one is given through the Spirit the
utterance of wisdom, and to another the
utterance of knowledge according to the
same Spirit, to another faith by the same
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the
one Spirit, to another the working of
miracles, to another prophecy, to another
the discernment of spirits, to another
various kinds of tongues, to another the
interpretation of tongues. All these are
activated by one and the same Spirit,
who allots to each one individually just
as the Spirit chooses.

For the Word of the Lord
All Thanks be to God

 Gradual Hymn
 The race that long in darkness pined,
 Have seen a glorious light;
 The people dwell in day, who dwelt
 In death's surrounding night.

 To hail thy rise, thou better Sun,
 The gathering nations come,
 Joyous as when the reapers bear
 The harvest treasures home.

 To us a Child of Hope is born,
 To us a Son is given,
 Him shall the tribes of earth obey,
 Him all the hosts of heaven.

His Name shall be the Prince of Peace,
For evermore adored,
The Wonderful, the Counsellor,
The great and mighty Lord.

His power increasing still shall spread,
His reign no end shall know:
Justice shall guard His throne above,
And peace abound below.

John Morison (1750-98) based on Isaiah 9.2-7

Gospel Reading
Alleluia, alleluia.
Christ was revealed in flesh,
proclaimed among the nations
and believed in throughout the world.
All Alleluia.

Dcn The Lord be with you
All And also with you

Dcn  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus
 Christ according to John
   All  Glory to you, O Lord.

 John 2.1-11

On the third day there was a wedding in
Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus
was there. Jesus and his disciples had
also been invited to the wedding. When
the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus
said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ And
Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern
is that to you and to me? My hour has
not yet come.’ His mother said to the
servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ Now
standing there were six stone water-jars
for the Jewish rites of purification, each
holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus
said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’
And they filled them up to the brim. He
said to them, ‘Now draw some out, and
take it to the chief steward.’



So they took it. When the steward tasted
the water that had become wine, and did
not know where it came from (though the
servants who had drawn the water knew),
the steward called the bridegroom and
said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good
wine first, and then the inferior wine after
the guests have become drunk. But you
have kept the good wine until now.’ Jesus
did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of
Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his
disciples believed in him.

        This is the Gospel of the Lord.
   All  Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

The Creed
Let us declare our faith in God, Father,
Son and Holy Spirit.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.
He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
We pray that Christ may be seen in the
life of the Church.

The response may be:
Lord in your mercy
All hear our prayer

and at the end:
Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.



The Peace is introduced

Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of
Peace.
Of the increase of his government and
of peace there shall be no end.

The peace of the Lord be always with
you

         All and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

 We may exchange a sign of Peace with
 those around us

Hymn
During which the table is prepared and
bread and wine are placed upon it.

God of mercy, God of grace,
show the brightness of thy face;
shine upon us, Saviour, shine,
fill thy Church with light divine;
and thy saving health extend
unto earth’s remotest end.

Let the people praise thee, Lord!
be by all that live adored;
let the nations shout and sing
glory to their Saviour King;
at thy feet their tributes pay,
and thy holy will obey.

Let the people praise thee, Lord!
Earth shall then her fruits afford;
God to man his blessing give,
man to God devoted live,
all below, and all above,
one in joy and light and love.

H.F. Lyte (1793-1847)

Preparation of the Table
Gracious God,
accept the offering of your Church,
the hearts of your people
joined in praise and thanksgiving,
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.
All Amen.

The president takes the bread and wine.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here

    All His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.

    All We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

       All It is right to give thanks and praise.

All honour and praise be yours always and
everywhere,
mighty creator, ever-living God,
through Jesus Christ your only Son our
Lord:
for at this time we celebrate your glory
made present in our midst.
In the coming of the magi
the King of all the world was revealed to
the nations.

In the waters of baptism
Jesus was revealed as the Christ,
the Saviour sent to redeem us.
In the water made wine
the new creation was revealed at the
wedding feast.
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into
joy.

Therefore with all the angels of heaven
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of
your name
and sing our joyful hymn of praise:



All Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your
glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source
of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy
Spirit,
and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood
of our Lord Jesus Christ;

who, in the same night that he was
betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples,
saying:
Take, eat; this is my body
which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith:

All Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death
on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins
of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and
glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate this memorial of our
redemption.

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this
cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of Saint John
the Evangelist, Saint Peter, Mary the
Mother of God, and all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours,
almighty Father,
for ever and ever.

           All  Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Believing the promises of God,
let us pray with confidence
as our Saviour has taught us:

All  Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass
against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
The priest breaks the consecrated
bread.

We break the bread of life,
and that life is the light of the world.

          All God here among us,
light in the midst of us,
bring us to light and life.

We sit as Agnus Dei is sung:

Jesus, Lamb of God,
Have mercy on us

Jesus, bearer of our sins,
Have mercy on us

Jesus, redeemer of the world,
Give us your peace

Giving of Communion
The priest says the invitation to
communion.

Christ is the true bread which has
come down from heaven.

         All  Lord, give us this bread
   always.

The priest partakes of the
consecrated bread - and wine on behalf of
us all - to which we respond Amen.

 Holy Communion is then distributed in
 one kind - The Body of Christ.

 Anthem: O Saviour of the world (Goss)

Prayer after Communion
The priest prays the Post Communion for
the day:

God of glory,
you nourish us with your Word
who is the bread of life:
fill us with your Holy Spirit
that through us the light of your glory
may shine in all the world.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord.
All Amen.

  All  Father of all,
 we give you thanks and praise,
 that when we were still far off
 you met us in your Son and brought us
 home.
 Dying and living, he declared your love,
 gave us grace, and opened the gate of
 glory.
 May we who share Christ’s body live
 his risen life;
 we who drink his cup bring life to others;
 we whom the Spirit lights give light to
 the world.
 Keep us firm in the hope you have set
 before us,
 so we and all your children shall be free,
 and the whole earth live to praise your
 name;
 through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

 Notices



Final hymn

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
o’er the world’s tempestuous sea;
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us,
for we have no help but thee;
yet possessing every blessing,
if our God our Father be.

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o’er us:
all our weakness thou dost know;
thou didst tread this earth before us,
thou didst feel its keenest woe;
self denying, death defying,
Thou to Calvary didst go.

Spirit of our God, descending,
fill our hearts with heavenly joy,
love with every passion blending,
pleasure that can never cloy:
thus provided, pardoned, guided,
nothing can our peace destroy.

James Edmeston (1791-1867)

The Blessing and Dismissal

  Priest  The Lord be with you
All  And also with you

Christ the Son of God perfect in you the
image of his glory
and gladden your hearts with the good
news of his kingdom;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
All Amen.

We have seen his glory,
the glory revealed to all the nations.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All  In the name of Christ. Amen.
Concluding voluntary: Prelude and fugue
in C major BWV 545 (J.S. Bach)

The waiting is over, St John's Big Winter Entertainment is back!
All aboard for a Mediterranean cruise with comic opera

The Widow of Ephesus, and cabaret, washed down with your
favourite tipple and excellent food, all Covid safe.

February 25th and 26th at 7.30 p.m. Booking opens soon.
This professional fundraiser is not to be missed!            LAD

Eve has sent us this energy-saving hint:
“As we all know, fuel prices are set to rocket this year and the following
may go some way to help us get the most we can from our heating bills.
Central heating, whether gas or electric, can be made more efficient when
the heat it gives off is reflected back into the room it’s heating, thus:  take
a sheet of cardboard or board about three inches wider and higher than
the radiator and cover with tin foil e.g. cooking foil. Use two bits of
cardboard etc if you can’t get single. Place behind the radiator, particularly
on an outside wall. Hey presto job done!”         EG



Do you have an item, prayer list update, or info for the Pews News? Please send to
pewsnewsstjohns@gmail.com or phone/text 07525 186205 by 9 p.m. on Thursdays. Thanks!

Botticelli painted this ‘Mystic
Nativity’ in 1500.

At first glance, it looks like a
typical Epiphany scene, for
the wise men are shown to the
stable by an angel. But
everything is basic. The wise
men do not wear luxurious
clothing, they have no
servants, they bear no gifts.
The stable is just a thatched
roof propped against the
mouth of the cave.

Above the scene there is a
long inscription from Botticelli:
it announces that he painted
this Nativity at the end of 1500,
making a heartfelt statement
about his faith in the light of all
that he had experienced and
seen around him: the little
demons represent his distress

at the suffering war had brought. But the painting also shows his calm
resignation that as one century turned into another, and one year into
another, there is a birth which can be the pivot of that turning. A birth
which is a sign of a future, a sign of new life, a sign of love. Angels dance
ecstatically above the stable, holding olive branches. We can come
through, he says, if we realise where our hope and trust should be placed
– not in the pursuit of power which leads to death and destruction, but in
a birth that leads ultimately to a heaven of victory and dancing and
celebration.

The painting is not about winter, it is about spring: a season of hope and
new life.  Go to the stable with the wise men, Botticelli is saying - open
the curtains, invite the Christ-Child in, and all will be transformed.

Picture from The National Gallery, London

God in the Arts …



 

                    St John's Personnel:
Rector: Fr David Hill, 01424 423367, rectorstjohns30@gmail.com  (rest day Friday) 
Deacon: Rev'd Michael Turnbull, 01424 221948, mpt@michaelturnbull.co.uk (Conquest 
Chaplain Mon, Tues, Thurs) 
Reader: Charmaine Hill, 01424 426658, charmaine.hill@outlook.com (rest day Wednesday) 
Pastoral Team: Authorised Lay Minister (Pastoral): Jenny Barfoot 
Rev’d Jill Hartman, 01424 716126, jillhartman39@gmail.com 
Carol Frost, pastasststjohns@gmail.com  
Churchwarden: Mike Cooper, cw1stjohns@gmail.com 
Churchwarden: Barbara Fentiman, cw2stjohns@gmail.com 
PCC Secretary: Cheryl Kuit: secpccstjohns@gmail.com 
Treasurer: Alan Privett: alanprivett@gmail.com 
Safeguarding Officer: Jenny Barfoot 07340 268598  safestjohn30@gmail.com

Parish Office: (01424) 425942 
Email: admstjohns30@gmail.com 
Tina is our Administrator. 
Usual office hours 09:00-13:00, Mon, Tues, Thurs. 
Please contact her also for Church Hall bookings 

St John the Evangelist 
Pevensey Road 
St Leonards on Sea 
TN38 0LF 

Website: www.StJohnsPevenseyRoad.org.uk 

For matters relating to the Pews News, service sheet, Prayer 
Lists and ‘A Church Near You’ please contact Rosemary on 
PewsNewsStJohns@gmail.com or phone/text 07525 186205 
Deadline for Pews News items is 9 pm on the Thursday.

St John’s
Prayer
Cross

All are prayed
for by name
on Fridays

The Small Print for this pewsheet:

Some material included in this service is copyright:
©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ,
USA

Some material included in this service is copyright
© The Archbishops' Council  2000, 2002, 2004

Collect (2nd of Epiphany, additional) © The
Archbishops' Council 2004

Gospel Acclamation (Epiph. to Eve of Presenta-
tion) ©  The Crown/Cambridge University Press: The
Book of Common Prayer (1662)

Prayer at the Preparation of the Table (Epiphany)
©  The Archbishops' Council 2002

Post Communion (2nd of Epiphany) ©  1985 Gen-
eral Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada:
The Book of Alternative Services

 Hymn words reproduced under CCLI  Licence no.
 219821

 Botticelli item by the Rev’d Michael Burgess, from
Parish Pump, January 2022

Please let us
know of those
who  require
this longer term
prayer support.
Or pin their
names, via the
slips of paper
provided, on
the wooden
Prayer Cross at
the back of the
Church.
Thank you.

To contact us…


