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The Second Sunday of Easter



 
St John’s, Pevensey Road

Sunday 11 April: 

 Easter 2


People for whom our prayers are asked:

         


Jean & Geoff, Geraldine, Brenda R, Jane G, Jo, Amber, Shirley, Andrew N, Kath Q, 
Linda, Jude, Alison Nunes, Jackie A, Don F, Sue T, and Eve G.


Please pray also for...

...the repose of the souls of the recently departed, especially 


Sandra Parnell, Ralph Thompson, John Vaughan, and HRH Prince Philip,


...those whose Years Minds fall around this time: Sophie Taylor, Peter Howorth, 

Vera Sheppard, Edna Wheeler, Megan Traice, and Clare Conely,


...and all who mourn.

Welcome to our Parish Mass service today - also viewable later via the Broadcast
Page of our church website www.stjohnspevenseyroad.org.uk/broadcast

Светлой Пасхи! - Happy Easter!

Russian Orthodox symbols of Easter

      We are looking to restart the weekday morning church opening. Could you
 perhaps volunteer to help monitor the building whilst it is open?
Sunday Parish Mass is held at 10:30 a.m. with a socially-distanced congregation;
recorded and broadcast via our church website, by about Sunday lunchtime.
Online “Zoom” service: 10 a.m. on Wednesday. Send Rev Jill or Deacon Michael
an email and they will send you the necessary “link”.

It is said that three years after the Russian Revolution of 1917, a great anti-God rally
was arranged in Kiev. The powerful orator Bukharin was sent from Moscow, and for
an hour he demolished the Christian faith with argument, abuse and ridicule. At the
end there was silence.

Then a man rose and asked to speak. He
was a priest of the Russian Orthodox
Church.  He went and stood next to
Bukharin. Facing the people, he raised his
arms and spoke just three triumphant
words: ‘Christ is risen!’

At once the entire assembly rose to their
feet and gave the joyful response: ‘He is
risen indeed!’ It was a devastating
moment for an atheist politician, who had
no answer to give to this ancient Easter
liturgy. He had not realised he was simply
too late: how can you convince people
that God does not exist when they have
already encountered Him?!

HYMN OF THE WEEK:  The Lord is Risen Indeed has been chosen by Lesley Ann and
Alistair. This story reflects that inspirational title phrase…

www.stjohnspevenseyroad.org.uk/broadcast


The Greeting

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

         All Amen.

         The Lord be with you
         All and also with you.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
          All He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Prayer of Confession
Christ our passover lamb has been
sacrificed for us.
Let us therefore rejoice by putting
away all malice and evil
and confessing our sins
with a sincere and true heart.

          All Almighty God,
our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence,
through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son
Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you
in newness of life
to the glory of your name.
Amen.

        The priest says the Absolution
Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

        All Amen.

The Gloria in Excelsis is said:

All Glory to God in the highest,
 and peace to his people on earth.
 Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

 Lord Jesus Christ,
 only Son of the Father,
 Lord God, Lamb of God,
 you take away the sin of the world:
 have mercy on us;
 you are seated at the right hand
 of the Father:
 receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen

The Collect

Let us pray:

         Risen Christ,
         for whom no door is locked, no entrance
 barred:
 open the doors of our hearts,
 that we may seek the good of others

and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace,
 to the praise of God the Father.
         All Amen.

Mass for Easter 2



A reading from Exodus

Exodus 14:10-end, 15:20-21

 As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites
looked back, and there were the
Egyptians advancing on them. In great
fear the Israelites cried out to the LORD.
They said to Moses, ‘Was it because
there were no graves in Egypt that you
have taken us away to die in the
wilderness? What have you done to us,
bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the
very thing we told you in Egypt, “Let us
alone and let us serve the Egyptians”?
For it would have been better for us to
serve the Egyptians than to die in the
wilderness.’ But Moses said to the
people, ‘Do not be afraid, stand firm, and
see the deliverance that the LORD will
accomplish for you today; for the
Egyptians whom you see today you shall
never see again. The LORD will fight for
you, and you have only to keep still.’

    Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Why do
you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to
go forward. But you lift up your staff, and
stretch out your hand over the sea and
divide it, that the Israelites may go into
the sea on dry ground. Then I will
harden the hearts of the Egyptians so
that they will go in after them; and so I
will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh
and all his army, his chariots, and his
chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall
know that I am the LORD, when I have
gained glory for myself over Pharaoh,
his chariots, and his chariot drivers.’

    The angel of God who was going before
the Israelite army moved and went
behind them; and the pillar of cloud
moved from in front of them and took its
place behind them. It came between the
army of Egypt and the army of Israel.

And so the cloud was there with the
darkness, and it lit up the night; one did
not come near the other all night.

    Then Moses stretched out his hand over
the sea. The LORD drove the sea back
by a strong east wind all night, and turned
the sea into dry land; and the waters
were divided. The Israelites went into the
sea on dry ground, the waters forming a
wall for them on their right and on their
left. The Egyptians pursued, and went
into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s
horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At
the morning watch the LORD in the pillar
of fire and cloud looked down upon the
Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian
army into panic. He clogged their chariot
wheels so that they turned with difficulty.
The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the
Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for
them against Egypt.’

    Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Stretch
out your hand over the sea, so that the
water may come back upon the
Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot
drivers.’ So Moses stretched out his hand
over the sea, and at dawn the sea
returned to its normal depth. As the
Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed
the Egyptians into the sea. The waters
returned and covered the chariots and
the chariot drivers, the entire army of
Pharaoh that had followed them into the
sea; not one of them remained. But the
Israelites walked on dry ground through
the sea, the waters forming a wall for
them on their right and on their left.

    Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from
the Egyptians; and Israel saw the
Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel
saw the great work that the LORD did
against the Egyptians. So the people
feared the LORD and believed in the
LORD and in his servant Moses.



       Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister,
  took a tambourine in her hand; and all
  the women went out after her with
  tambourines and with dancing. And
  Miriam sang to them:

       ‘Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed
  gloriously;

      horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.’

        For the Word of the Lord
             All Thanks be to God

  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Acts 4:32-35

 Now the whole group of those who
 believed were of one heart and soul, and
 no one claimed private ownership of any
 possessions, but everything they owned
 was held in common. With great power the
 apostles gave their testimony to the
 resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great
 grace was upon them all. There was not a
 needy person among them, for as many
 as owned lands or houses sold them and
 brought the proceeds of what was sold.
 They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was
 distributed to each as any had need.

For the Word of the Lord
          All Thanks be to God

 Gradual Hymn
  The Lord is risen indeed!
              Now is his work performed;
              Now is the mighty captive freed,
              And death's strong castle stormed.

              The Lord is risen indeed!
              Then hell has lost his prey;
              With him is risen the ransomed seed
              To reign in endless day.

The Lord is risen indeed!
He lives, to die no more;
He lives, the sinner's cause to plead,
Whose curse and shame be bore.

The Lord is risen indeed!
Attending angels, hear!
Up to the courts of heaven with speed
The joyful tidings bear.

Then take your golden lyres
And strike each cheerful chord;
Join, all ye bright celestial choirs,
To sing our risen Lord.

Thomas Kelly (1769-1855)

Gospel Reading
Alleluia, alleluia.
I am the first and the last,
says the Lord, and the living one;
I was dead, and behold I am alive for
evermore.
All Alleluia

The Lord be with you
All And also with you

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ according to John
 All Glory to you, O Lord.

John 20.19-31

When it was evening on the first day of
the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood among them and said,
‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this,
he showed them his hands and his side.
Then the disciples rejoiced when they
saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again,
‘Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, so I send you.’ When he had



 said this, he breathed on them and said
 to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you
 forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
 them; if you retain the sins of any, they
 are retained.’

But Thomas (who was called the Twin),
one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. So the other disciples
told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But
he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark
of the nails in his hands, and put my
finger in the mark of the nails and my
hand in his side, I will not believe.’

A week later his disciples were again in
the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus
came and stood among them and said,
‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to
Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see
my hands. Reach out your hand and put
it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’
Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and
my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you
believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have come to believe.’

Now Jesus did many other signs in the
presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book. But these are written
so that you may come to believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God,
and that through believing you may
have life in his name.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

The Creed
Let us declare our faith in God, Father,
Son and Holy Spirit.

All  We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and
the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.
He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

 We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the
Son,
who with the Father and the Son is
worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.



Prayers of Intercession
Jesus, our exalted Lord, has been
given all authority.
Let us seek his intercession that our
prayers may be perfected
by his prayer.

Jesus Christ, great high priest,
living for ever to intercede for us,
pray for the Church, your broken body
in the world …

Lord, hear us.
All Lord, graciously hear us.
Jesus Christ, King of righteousness,
enthroned at the right hand of the
majesty on high,
pray for the world, and make it subject
to your gentle rule …

Lord, hear us.
All Lord, graciously hear us.
Jesus Christ, Son of Man,
drawing humanity into the life of God,
pray for your sisters and brothers in
need, distress, or sorrow …

Lord, hear us.
All Lord, graciously hear us.
Jesus, pioneer of our salvation,
bringing us to glory through your death
and resurrection,
surround with your saints and angels
those who have died trusting your
promises …

Lord, hear us.
All Lord, graciously hear us.
Jesus Christ, Lord over all things,
ascended far above the heavens and
filling the universe,
pray for us who receive the gifts you
give us for work in your service …

Lord, hear us.
All Lord, graciously hear us.

Jesus Christ,
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit
and in the bond of peace,
and bring the whole created order to
worship at your feet;
for you are alive and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
All Amen.

The Peace is introduced

The risen Christ came and stood among
his disciples and said ‘Peace be with you.’
Then were they glad when they saw the
Lord. Alleluia.

 The peace of the Lord be always with you
                 All  and also with you.

             Let us offer one another a sign of  peace.

                   We may exchange a sign of peace

The Preparation of the Table

The table is prepared and bread and wine
are placed upon it. Music: A medley of
Easter hymn tunes.

Creator of all,
you wash away our sins,
you give us new birth by the Spirit,
and redeem us in the blood of Christ.
As we celebrate the resurrection,
renew your gift of life within us.
We ask this in the name of
Jesus Christ, the risen Lord.
All  Amen.



The president takes the bread and wine.

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord is here
              All His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
              All We lift them to the Lord.
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
              All It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you
thanks,
almighty and eternal Father,
and in these days of Easter
to celebrate with joyful hearts
the memory of your wonderful works.
For by the mystery of his passion
Jesus Christ, your risen Son,
has conquered the powers of death
and hell
and restored in men and women
the image of your glory.
He has placed them once more in
paradise
and opened to them the gate of life
eternal.

 And so, in the joy of this Passover,
 earth and heaven resound with
 gladness,
 while angels and archangels and the
 powers of all creation
 proclaim for ever the hymn of your glory:

               All Holy, holy, holy Lord,
 God of power and might,
 heaven and earth are full of
 your glory.
 Hosanna in the highest.
 Blessed is he who comes
 in the name of the Lord.
 Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of
all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy
Spirit,
and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ;

who, in the same night that he was
betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples,
saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given
for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.

  Great is the mystery of faith:
All Christ has died:
  Christ is risen:
  Christ will come again.

And so, Father, calling to mind his
death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once for the
sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and
glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate this memorial of our
redemption.



As we offer you this our sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this
cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one
cup,
so that we, in the company of Saint
John the Evangelist, Saint Peter, Mary
the Mother of God, and all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours,

 almighty Father, for ever and ever.
              All Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Rejoicing in God’s new creation,
let us pray with confidence as our
Saviour has taught us

All Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

 And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass
against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread

    to share in the body of Christ.

              All Though we are many,
we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Agnus Dei is said:

                 All Jesus, Lamb of God,
   Have mercy on us
   Jesus, bearer of our sins,
   Have mercy on us
   Jesus, redeemer of the world,
   Grant us peace

 Giving of Communion
Alleluia. Christ our passover is
sacrificed for us.

               All Therefore let us keep the feast.
Alleluia.

Communion is received.

Music: A medley of Easter hymn tunes.

Prayer after Communion
The priest prays the Post
Communion for the day:

Lord God our Father,
through our Saviour Jesus Christ
you have assured your children of
eternal life
and in baptism have made us one with him:
deliver us from the death of sin
and raise us to new life in your love,
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
All Amen.



All  Father of all,
we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off,
you met us in your Son
and brought us home.
Dying and living,
he declared your love,
gave us grace,
and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body
live his risen life;
we who drink his cup
bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights
give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set
before us,
so we and all your children shall be
free,
and the whole earth live to praise your
name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Notices

The Blessing and Dismissal

Priest  The Lord be with you
            All  And also with you

The God of peace,
who brought again from the dead our Lord
Jesus,
that great shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the eternal covenant,
make you perfect in every good work to
do his will,
working in you that which is well-pleasing
in his sight;

 and the blessing of God almighty,
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
 be among you
 and remain with you always.
                   All Amen.

              Priest Go in the the peace of Christ.
   Alleluia, alleluia
                     All Thanks be to God.
   Alleluia, alleluia.

Concluding Voluntary: Chorale Prelude
    on ‘Vulpius’ - Healey Willan

Our Annual Meetings
The Annual Meeting for the Election
of Churchwardens and the Annual
Parochial Church Meeting will be
held this year on Sunday 25 April
after the 10:30 Mass, and last about
45 minutes. It would be great to see
as many as safely possible at these
meetings which are important for the
running of St John’s.

If you are unable to attend but would
like to see the Annual Report, please
email Tina Garton on
admstjohns30@gmail.com and a
copy will be emailed to you.

Do you like to ground your day with
Morning and Evening Prayer? The
Church of England Daily Prayer
services are now available as a
Podcast, to listen to via one’s
smartphone or tablet.

A highly recommended resource! - Editor



Contact us…
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